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counties were incensed at having to provide billets for raw and
undisciplined soldiers whose frequent lack of pay almost excused
the outrages they committed. The exaction of forced loans to
equip these men, the imprisonment of those who refused to lend,
and the imposition of martial law were directly responsible for
the Petition of Right, the one great achievement of the opponents
of the early-Stuart methods of government. First of all, distrust
of the foreign policy of the Grown had ruined all hope of
harmony between king and parliament in 1621. Later the
attempt to call to account the favourite held responsible for
the disasters that attended the expeditions of 1625 and 1627
was the main cause of the quarrel between Charles I and the
commons during 1625-8. Moreover the consequences of these
national humiliations were not confined to the present, for they
tended to alienate the nation permanently from the Grown.
They had made it apparent to all that the old constitution no
longer sufficed, nay more, was definitely defective. In fact this
exhibition of incompetence strengthened the determination of
the commons to share in, and subsequently even to change, the
government of England.
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